3 66           Recovery of the Blind Man

preferred against St. Ambrose, is only what the noto-
rious Paine, I believe, throws out against the Jewish
Prophets; and it is obvious what plausible materials
are afforded by the history of Elijah and Elisha, in the*
hands of irreligious persons, for such a charge. Nor
is it to be doubted that a secular historian, who heard
the Prophet Jeremiah's public declaration on Nebu-
chadnezzar's invasion, " He that abideth in this city
shall die, but he that goeth out, and falleth to the
Chaldeans, shall live," would have decided that he
was in the pay of the King of Babylon, and justified
the Jews in their treatment of him. It must be recol-
lected, too, that one charge against our Lord was that
He " stirred up the people." We indeed have learned
from the Gospel that He withdrew Himself from the
multitude " when He perceived that they would come
and take Him by force to make Him a king ;" but a
secular historian either would not know the fact, or
might not believe the sincerity of His withdrawal, if
He did. A more exact instance in point is afforded
us in th6 history of St. John Baptist. No man surely
has less of a political character upon him than this
holy ascetic, as described in the Gospel; but it
seems, according to Josephus, that Herod was of an-
other mind, and the view he took of him as a popular
leader is so curious that I will quote the words
of a recent writer on the subject " Herod/'says Mr.
Milman, "having formed an incestuous connection